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Scottish connection - Gordon Sykes & Peter Manning 

Presidents Report 

  
President: Anthony McCloskey 
  
My first task is to thank all of those who contributed in any way to the club during the year 2000. Our major 
sponsor 'Wests', have once again proved themselves to be keen supporters of the club. We now look forward to 
continued involvement in the future. To all the other sponsors - those who supported grades, the grounds and 
equipment, or individual players - we also offer our thanks. These people and businesses have provided Pirates 
with the opportunities to develop our club, and Rugby, in Tamworth. So 1 hope that all Pirates members and 
supporters recognise and appreciate their contribution. My next vote of thanks goes to all the people involved in 
keeping the club going by doing both the big and little jobs, especially the members of the Committee. Without 
the effort of these people there would be no coaching staff, canteen, clean jumpers, grounds watered, bills paid 
and alike. I would like to urge as many people as possible to help out with the running of the club next year. A 
good start to this would be attendance at tomorrow's Annual General Meeting. This kicks off with a recovery BBQ 
lunch at 12.30 pm followed by the meeting at 2pm. It won't take long and you don't have to do much to be a big 
help. 
  
It was good to see our Scotsmen back on the paddock this year, along with all the old and new faces. We still 
need more players (male and female) for next year, and recruitment is something with which everyone can help - 
whether the people are in town, new to Tamworth or you know of someone moving here. Social Touch Footy is 
played on Chillo every Wednesday at 6pm, and all are welcome. Going on last summer's efforts, it should be a lot 
of fun and helps when pre-season training comes around:' 
  
There have been some interesting developments within the club this year, probably the most important of which 
is the fact that Pirates Rugby Club now has its own ground Chillingworth Oval is now leased directly from 
Tamworth City Council. This is an important step for the club, but also means we need the help of everyone to 
maintain the grounds and facilities to a high standard 
  
Pirates also suffered irreplaceable losses this year, with the passing of Geremy (Junior) Richards and Max 
Hockey. Our thoughts and best wishes still extend to their families, who will always be warmly welcomed. 
Although they filled different roles in the club, neither will be forgotten. 
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On the field we have had another successful year, the outstanding achievement being that of the Under 16's 
team who won a thrilling Grand Final. The Under 19's also reached the premiership decider, and were 
considered by many unlucky not to win. Reserve Grade missed the Grand Final by one game and Firsts once 
again went close to the semi finals. They often showed themselves capable of matching it with the sides that did 
advance, the best example of which was the home game against Moree. Overall, Pirates placed fourth in the 
Zone Club Championship, showing the depth of talent in the club at all levels. A big 'Thank You' too, to all the 
coaches for their input perseverance throughout the season. 
  
If I have forgotten anyone, my apologies. Again, my thanks to everyone who helped throughout the 2000 season, 
and we hope to see all of you (and more) in 2001. 
  
Go you Pirates 
  
Yours in Rugby Anthony 'Maca' McCloskey. 
  
First Grade Report  Coach: 

Andrew O'Hailoran 
Assistant Gary McSweeney 
Manager: Frank Mallon 
  
Season 2000 for the Pirates Rugby Union Club was a rewarding and satisfying experience from every point of 
view. On the field our Under 16's and Under 19's were Grand Finalists and our Reserve Grade team travelled 
through to the Final. First Grade displayed that we genuinely remain a competitive force in arguably the strongest 
zone in New South Wales Country Rugby. Those achievements by all players in all grades speak for themselves 
in what was undoubtedly another very enjoyable season of Rugby for our great Club. 
  
In my view an enormous amount has been achieved over the last two seasons. It is evident that the skill level of 
all players throughout all grades within the Club has improved significantly. There is no doubt that a great 
emphasis and focus by the coaching staff has been placed on ensuring that every player participates in drills 
associated with improving skills on both training nights. An important aspect of our training arid preparation was 
that the younger players train and mix with senior players for the first chapter of each training session on a 
Tuesday and Thursday night throughout what is a very long season. One cannot assess the importance of over 
practicing the fundamental skills associated with the game of Rugby. This simple philosophy has paid dividends, 
as in my view, we are playing an attractive brand of Rugby - a brand of Rugby that involves fluency and variation 
with the ball across all grades. 
  
I remain of the strong belief that there are special times ahead indeed for the First Fifteen of the Club. There is a 
wealth of unbridled talent within our senior ranks with optimistically a number of talented younger players coming 
through into the senior grades within the next couple of years. We must continue to recruit and lure players to our 
Club to ensure that we remain a competitive force in the future. 
  
Unfortunately, a heavy toll of injuries in the first round together with a couple of matches which were lost by a 
very small margin cost the First Fifteen a place in the Semi-Finals. Not withstanding this aspect, I firmly believe 
that we have finally sufficient strategies and variations to our game to be a real force in the Central North 
Competition. We are working at playing a simple brand of Rugby that has the potential to be very successful. We 
are a very small distance away from achieving this goal for the Club. 
  
The attendance at training and the application and dedication given by all Senior Players was superb throughout 
the season. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity of extending my appreciation to the rest of the coaching staff for their efforts. 
Frank and Sue Mallon also deserve recognition for their significant contributions, in many ways, for the Club. 
  
I would urge everybody to remain united to ensure that this great Club continues to prosper and flourish well into 
the future. 
  
I have also indicated that I do not intend on formally re-applying for the First Grade Coaching role in Season 
2001. I trust that whoever takes over the role will continue to build on the coaching philosophy and strategies that 
have been put in place over the last couple of seasons. 
  
I have experienced twelve great years with the Club. The friends and memories that I have accumulated over the 
years are invaluable. Consequently, I believe it would be a special accomplishment for our Club to see a simple 
structure built on our ground which we could call a Clubhouse to contain our history and memorabilia dating back 
to 1961. We need a central base to contain our history. I intend on spending a great deal of energy and time with 
optimistically the support of everyone within the Club, to ensure that such an objective or project becomes a 
reality. 
  



Finally, I sincerely wish everybody associated with the Club, all the very best for the future and encourage all of 
us to focus on ensuring that this great Club continues to grow and prosper on an everlasting basis. 
  
Andrew O'Halloran. First Grade Coach Season 2000. 
  
  
Co-Coach's Report 
The 2000 Season was a season of great promise which probably wasn't due to a number of factors. The most 
important of these was our inability to field the same team week in and week out with any consistency. This was 
due to a shocking run of injuries and to representative commitments. 
  
Having said that I feel that First Grade probably didn't reach their true potential, there are a great number of 
positive points to take out of the 2000 season. These include reaching the Semi's in Reserve Grade, and the 
Grand Final in Under 19 's and Under 16 's, and the winning of the Under 16 's Premiership. 
  
I feel a lot has been achieved this season, building on from 1999 in raising the standard of the basic skills of all 
players right across the Club. The constant attention given to the development of the basic skills of Rugby has, I 
feel, enabled Pirates Rugby Club to playa brand of Rugby that is entertaining and one which is evident across all 
grades. I was particularly pleased with the performance of the many Junior player who played First Grade this 
year. These performances give great heart for the future. 
  
In season 2000 the First Grade team certainly showed glimpses of the great talent that lies within our Club. While 
there is a need to continue to develop this talent it is equally important that every member of our Club continues 
to recruit new players. Given a reasonable run with injuries and with some quality recruits, I think that the Club 
will be a most competitive force in Central north Rugby in the next few years. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the players for their support and commitment over the past season 
and wish them all the beat for the coming season. I would also like to thank the Club Coaching Staff for their 
dedication and tireless efforts and congratulate them on the results they have achieved. To Andrew and Frank, I 
thank them for their support and friendship. 
  
Finally, I would like to urge everyone to continue to work together to enable Pirates to remain the premier Rugby 
Club in Tamworth for years to come. 
  
GaryMcSweeney First Grade Co-Coach Season 2000 
  
2ndGrade Coach’s Report 

  
Coach: Sean Tuffrey 
Manager: Dave Barnett 
  
THE ENTERTAINERS 
  
The season kicked off for Pirates Reserve Grade with a few "old heads" speaking about time with Pirates and a 
few new faces. A Coach and a Manager stepped up to the plate for the first time to mould together. 
  
The first round saw us beat teams that were going to be a threat in the competition. The training was pleasing 
and the enthusiasm was starting to grow. The boys wanting to train, "Yes Mr Mallon", and on time. We were 
winning but we all knew that we had not reached our potential. 
  
We turned into the second round well in the top four. It was now that the boys stepped up a rung, everyone 
lending a hand to add a bit of spark to get us home. By the end of the second round it became apparent that we 
had a good chance of going all the way. One of our key players (the drill sergeant), sustained a crippling injury 
that would hamper the team in leadership and direction on the field. It was the players who had not had the 
accolades that they deserved who stepped into those shoes. 
  
We were placed third at the end of the second round to play Gunnedah and this ended up being one of the best 
games that we produced. The entertainers we in town. 
  
There was a good feeling leading into the Narrabri Final. In hindsight, we were a little bit flat in the lead up to the 
game and the aggression was there, but slightly hidden. Credit to the boys though, they never gave up and were 
in it to the end. ' 
  
It was pleasing to be involved with a group of fellas who, when they pulled on that jumper of black and gold, 
never gave up, which is the meaning of the Pirates Rugby Club. Many thanks must go to David Barnett, the 
Captain and Manager, and to Frank Mallon for helping me out throughout the season. I would also like to thank 
my fellow coaches and the committee members for their support. 



  
Thank you Sean Tufrey 
 
Under 19'5 Report 

  
Coach: Gordon Barbara 
  
The 2000 u/19's season was in many ways hugely successful. 
The U/19's contributed to an extremely strong season for the whole Club as we accompanied the U/16's into the 
Grand Final. This was possibly the strongest season outside of 1996 when all three teams took place in the 
Grand Finals. 
  
We had an initial squad of 17 players and this built up to a total of 26. Those who represented the U/19's in 2000 
were: Nicholas Barbara, Matthew Deans, Shaun Dundas, Matthew Easter, Jason Ferguson, Alan Fox, Ben 
Hamlin, Evan Kellow, James Klingner, Christopher McConnachie, Shannon Morris, Andrew Moodie, Darren 0 
'Brien, Adam Pope, Nicholas Rees, Conan Robinson, Joshua Steel, Robert Scott, Blake Saban, Kieran Smyth, 
James Scanlon, Lee Strong, Craig Shibble, Ashley Turner, Kaneb Uphill, Peter Wilson and Christopher Wynne. 
  
Throughout the season we struggled; for players due to injuries, Friday night competition, work and First Grade 
commitments. It was certainly a good record to only lose two competition games (both to Barbara) when the 
above injuries etc seemed to hinder us the most. These two loses were balanced by some tremendous games. 
Game 1 - Narrabri away - won 13 to 1 in 40 degree heat with only 17 players; Tamworth home - won 13 to 0 and 
Tamworth away - won 25 to 5; Moree away won 23 to 17;Narrabri home won 35 to 0; Gunnedah home won 13 to 
12 and Gunnedah away won 25 to 7; Barraba in the Final won 13 to 5; Grand Final lost 13 to 12. 
  
The Grand Final although lost by one point was disappointing for this was a very extended team that never really 
reached its true and honest potential. We only saw glimpses of it and this I believe stemmed from a combination 
of fitness, discipline and poor numbers at training to develop true team work. 
Certainly we have a right to feel hard done by in the Grand Final as there was some controversial decision 
making by the Referee, but never-the-less if we were totally fit both in mind and body, thus holding our 
composure in such adverse circumstances, we would have prevailed no matter what. ' It certainly made all those 
proud to see them fight back in true Pirate spirit from 13 - 5 down to nearly snatch the game at 13 to 12. I 
honestly believe given another few precious minutes we would have won. 
  
However, that's Rugby - guess we'll all replay that one in Heaven one day! 
  
Special thanks to all those who helped prepare the team for the Semi Finals and ultimately the Grand Final, 
especially Andrew 0 'Halloran and our Club Physio, Tony Gibson. 
Thanks also to our loyal band of parents and supporters who truly supported us throughout the 2000 season. 
The above results would not have been possible without the outstanding Captaincy skills of Matthew Easter. 
Thank you Matthew! 
One must also acknowledge the support of our hard working Committee. On behalf of all the players - Thanks. 
  
Congratulations to those who gained Central North and Northern Inland representative honours at the Country 
Championships held at Coffs Harbour in April 2000. 
  
Our representatives were Nicholas Barbara, Matthew Easter, Christopher McConnachie, Darren 0'Brien, Conan 
Robinson and Lee Strong. 
  
Other representative honours were Christopher McConnachie Matthew Easter 
  
CountrySchoolCountry Under 18 's 
  
Final match summary: Competition Rounds: Played 12 - Won 10 - Lost 2 Competition Rounds plus Semis and 
Grand Final Played 15 - Won 11 - Lost 4 
  
Gordon Barbara 
  
Under 16' s Report 

  
Coach Greg Sweeney 
Assistant. Dennis Haire 
  
The year 2000 season proved to be a very successful; year for the Pirates Club, with all sides proving to be very 
competitive in their particular grades. 
Obviously I was extremely proud of my Under 16 charges and their ultimate effort in taking out the Grand Final 
and becoming the Major Premiers of the year 2000. Their efforts in a very disjointed season, where we 



continually struggled to obtain matches and sometimes went up to four weeks without a game, was outstanding. 
The enthusiasm and commitment of the boys to training and matches never waivered, in circumstances that even 
Dennis and I found very frustrating. 
From a fairly ordinary start to the season, where we received a drubbing from Narrabri, we realized there was a 
lot of work to be done and the boys knuckled down to the task. The skill and confidence level of the team rose 
dramatically, due mainly to structured training sessions and having the entire club train together. I would like to 
sincerely thank the senior coaches and players for the time and effort they put into encouraging and teaching 
Pirates latest future stars. Their support throughout the year and especially during the Finals Series was 
invaluable and unsurpassed in any club that I have been involved with previously. 
I would also like to thank all parents concerned, as I realise the time and financial commitment involved to enable 
your sons to play Rugby in a Zone this large. Your support did not go unnoticed. Yes even you Yorky! 
Mostly I would like to thank "my boys" for their determined efforts during the year, not only with their Grand Final 
win, but in the way they conducted themselves on and off the paddock. In typical Pirate fashion they played hard, 
tough and creative on the field and had many a good time and proved just as creative off the turf I believe the 
future of Pirates Rugby Club to be in pretty good hands and they deserve all the accolades they receive. 
Congrats boys! 
Lastly. to my old mate Hairy. Your a champion mate and you'll do me. Thanks. 
  
Greg Sweeney 
  
It has been a great pleasure to be part of the Pirates Under 16 's again this year. 
I would like to thank the team for their commitment this season, seeing there was a lack of games during the 
season. Players this year who represented Central North in Under 16 's, 15 's and 14 '. Ben Easter, Kurt Heath 
and Greg Brown went on to represent in Country Under 16 'so Andrew Lollback went on to represent in Country 
Under 15 'So Well done fellas. 
  
The Under 16 's came second in the Central North competition leading into the Final Series and then went on to 
play Narrabri Under 16 ',s who were undefeated, in the Major Semi, a game in which Pirates dug deep to win by 
a close margin. This win put the team straight into the Grand Final which was also won in another close game. 
Sweens and 1 were told that the result was never in doubt, but I wish they had told us earlier as we were just 
about to be placed in Intensive Care during the game. Again, well done boys and keep enjoying your Rugby, for 
you have played the game at a great standard and the manner in which it was intended to be played. I would like 
to wish each of you all the best for your future in Rugby and in life. 
  
Many thanks also to the Coaching Staff of Pirates, Andrew 0 'Halloran, Greg Sweeney, Sean Tufrey and Gordon 
Barbara; and of course the players of First Grade, Reserve Grade and Under 19 's, who all helped Sweens and 
myself during the year, you make it a pleasure to be part of the Pirates Club. To the Committee I also say many 
thanks for your support 
  
All the best for the future. 
Regards and best wishes Dennis Haire 
  
Club Report to Central Northern Rugby Union Inc. 

  
Year 2000 Season Another fine year of Rugby for players, families and supporters! 
Can you only count the success of the season by winning a Grand Final? No! 
Pirates have been very successful in many ways this season both on and off the field of play. 
Within the Club, the season has been enriched by the securing of Chillingworth Oval as our home base, thus 
giving the Club a "Home" from which it could operate. Also the continued support of all sponsors and the addition 
of new sponsors has allowed for the possibility once again for Pirates to look abroad and offer another season of 
Central Northern Rugby to our Scottish contacts. 
Our Club has retained good player numbers from the previous season and also welcomed healthy numbers qf 
new players to our ranks. 
  
As Rugby grows in this region, we see many things occur that do not necessarily make sense to us all at the time 
they are happening, and we find it necessary to make adjustments that may be "painful" and seem to be "not in 
the best interests of Rugby", but we all just band together and try and work our way through it all with the growth 
and betterment of Rugby at heart. 
It has been pleasurable to see a few new faces turn up to Referee games this year and our Club is at all time 
encouraging, past and present players, supporters, family members and any other interested person to look at 
qualifying to be Touch Judges or Referees - we are committed to this area. 
  
Under 16's at Pirates has once again been strong with numbers and so keen to get on the paddock and play 
Rugby more often than they were scheduled to. A number of players were fortuT1Dle in gaining selection in 
Representative teams and thus experienced Rugby at another level. Parents and players are very keen for this 
area of rugby to flourish. . 
Under 19'5 have this year showed that they love their Rugby and especially a good challenge. 



It has been pleasing for some of the players to be chosen to take their place in the Senior team. 
All players have acquitted themselves with pride and dedication. 
Reserve Grade's year has been very successful and no doubt their keen natures have been evident on the field. 
They consider themselves not to be the second team but to be another team participating under the Pirate 
banner. 
First Grade has shown that they have the potential and that every game is so different, during a season that held 
so much promise. Our senior players who gained Representative status have gained so much from the 
opportunity and what they in turn bring back to their fellow team mates is of great value. 
Thirsty Thirds/Golden Oldies seems to have become more popular this season within our ranks and all who have 
participated have enjoyed the "Social" aspects of "Rugby after Rugby". 
Women's Rugby has not been quite as expected this season, but there a number of very keen women who are 
looking forward to promoting the growth of this for the next season. 
  
Our hearty congratulations to all Clubs for again participating in a season of Rugby that has no doubt give to 
each and every participant, spectator and enthusiast some timeless experiences and memories. 
To one and all, we look forward to meeting you in the next season when the boots get dusted off once again and 
the banners of each Club will fly high in the quest for the pleasures that Rugby can supply. May each person stay 
safe and well till the games begin in 2001. 
  
Yours in Rugby. Janet Tauheluhei - Secretary Pirates Rugby Club 
  
  
Women's Report 
  
Coach: Stuart Prowse 

  
The 2000 Rugby season has been unique in the way that it is the first year Pirates Rugby Club made the decision 
to field a Club Women's team. With much prompting to the Committee by Emily Pope and given strong 
attendances at pre-season training, it was decided it would be appropriate for the Club to appoint an accredited 
coach, from the Club, to assist progress of Women's Rugby. 
  
Unfortunately the early roads did not provide much opportunity to play matches and given the competition for 
women's sport in Tamworth, much of the early impetus was lost. However a small hand of committed ladies 
turned up for training and showed great enthusiasm and capacity to quickly pick up the necessary skills to turn in 
some exceptional play when the few opportunities arose during the season. 
  
Organising games was difficult this season and this often involved teaming up with other Clubs such as Barraba 
and Quirindi to field a side. Great credit must be given to the girls who stuck with it this year as it is always 
difficult in the early stages of a developing sport. 
  
It should be noted that in Australia, Women's Rugby is one of the fastest growing sports. Clubs not prepared to 
support the Women's teams and provide necessary coaching and recruiting, may well be left behind. Should 
Central North field a representative women's side in 2001, plus with juniors coming through from school levels, I 
feel sure the player numbers will increase quickly. 
  
Coaching this year has taught me that Tamworth sporting women are junkies for representative level sport, so a 
chance to represent the Zone/Province, should result in women's participation on the Rugby field, growing over 
the next few seasons. 
  
To the small group who stuck with it this year, thank you for your patience and determination to play - "Hang in 
there". 
Thanks also to Simmo for his assistance. 
  
HIGHLIGHTS: Anne's kick and chase game (not to mention the goose step) Natalie's ability to pilfer the ball in 
general play (First Graders take note) Tina's copy book cover tackles (ouch!!) QUOTE OR THE SEASON: "I 
started training with Tamworth, but they're a bunch of 'P-SSANTS' and 1 wanted to get fair dinkum, so I've come 
over here to have a run" (Well saId Tina!) 
  
Stuart Prowse Women's Coach 2000 
  
Thirsty Thirds Report 
  
Co-ordinator: Mike Coffey 

  
Travelling under the colours that incorporate Tamworth's Rugby representation from both sides of the river, the 
still immensely talented running Rugby specialists 'Barbarians' took on the challenge of once again socially 
enjoying Rugby - with some tense on field moments of action thrown in to get the blood running through the 



veins. This season's games also welcomed some of the female Rugby players into the world of 'Rugby after 
Rugby' and the women who joined in enjoyed the experience. 
A new major sponsor, the Imperial Hotel, came on board this season thus giving the 'oldies but goodies' a 
watering hole after their famous bus trips away. 
It is planned to continue offering this type of Rugby in 2001 and all those who are so called 'retiring' will be urged 
to not retire, but to play at another level. 
I thank all at Pirates who have supported the Barbarians in 2000 and look forward to working with you all again in 
2001 with plans to keep on improving the Rugby experience for all in Tamworth. 
  
Mike Coffey 
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Donna Betts 
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