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Presidents Report 

  
Welcome to the 1998 Pirates Presentation night. I hope everyone has a great evening as well as enjoyed the 
1998 football season. 
  
Firstly, congratulations to the Juniors on their Grand Final win. The supporters really appreciated how the team 
ensured they were privileged to a full exciting 80 minutes of sensational play. Credit must go to Dennis, Steven 
and Gordo for their work during the year. It shows a lot for the future of Pirates if one looks at how the team 
developed and prospered during the season. 
  
Congratulations to Sam Newsome, Matt Ellis, Dave Banovich, Phil Kneipp and Chris McConnachie for their 
representative honours during the year, also the Under l6's and 19's who made the respective Central North 
teams. I can't remember when the Pirates have had this number of reps in anyone year. For those who aren't 
aware Sam Newsome was chosen as Best Player - Central North during the Country Week in Armidale this year. 
Well done Sam. 
  
Gary, Stu, Chris (alias Spindle), Gordo, Steve and Dennis with assistance from Barry have again done a great 
job at Coaching, especially during the latter part of the year when weather and other elements made motivation 
that much harder. Gary, a special thanks for your efforts over the last four years. The club has again become a 
force in Central North Rugby and I believe much of this is attributed to your coaching prowess. It is heartening 
during the season when there is selection problems due to an abundance of players. 
Special thanks to Frank Mallon and Dave Russell for their assistance with the teams during the year, I know the 
players are appreciative of their time and support. 
  
I give special thanks to all the committee for their effort during the past two years. It is due to the fruits of their 
labour that games run smoothly and that the club remains strong and viable for us all to enjoy. 
  
We are grateful for the continual support of our sponsors as their contribution ensures the strength and longevity 
of the club year after year. A special note to Rutec, Meers & Shelton and the Imperial Hotel, their support is 
especially appreciated. I urge everyone to reciprocate and support the good will offered by our sponsors. 
  
There is move afoot for changes and improvement at the Chillingworth Oval and with a little luck and a lot of hard 
work, we should be able to shine some light on some of these proposals by next year. 
  
Once again I congratulate the trophy winners and the Juniors for bringing home the cup and I am sure everyone 
will enjoy the evening ahead of us and the new season to come! 
  
Neal Albert 
  
   
First Grade Coach Report 

  
The 1998 season started rather turbulently with our imports causing more headaches than a bang on the head 
with a four pound hammer. However, we settled down and played what I thought was some of the best rugby I 
have seen a Pirate First Grade side play. Obviously the game against Narrabri at Narrabri was a highlight and 
illustrated the true potential of the team with the inclusion of David Banovich and Matt Ellis making their debut. 
  
Once again our men up front put their bodies on the line and gave their all, but it is still our glaring weakness 
against the larger, more experienced packs. Arguably our best performance was the second round clash with 
Tamworth at Rugby Park where I believe we created more opportunities than our counterparts and played more 
constructively, however failed to convert .the pressure into points. 
  
There were many individual performances worthy of mention, obviously Banno' s eleven tries; Matt Ellis' growth 
in confidence and leadership but for me the highlight was the improvement (which I and others believed wasn't 
there) in Sean Tufrey. Sean has been an outstanding member of the first grade for many years and the season 
just past was without a doubt his best. 
  
In closing I would like to congratulate Dennis and the Under 16's on a courage-filled Grand Final effort. Also, 
Steve, Chris, Stuart, Frank thanks for your support. To my immediate off-siders Dave Russell and Barry 



Everingham for a couple of fellas who couldn't commit much time because of other constraints, you put in a 
Herculean effort, appreciated not only by the players but by me. 
  
Just to finish, I wish the Club all the best for the '99 season and hope that all players stay on and support what I 
believe to be a tremendous club. Thanks for the last four years. 
  
Garry Walsh 
  
Reserve Grade Coach Report 

  
The 1998 Reserve Grade players expressed some disappointment in the end result for 1998 having narrowly 
missed out on the finals. However, from a coach's perspective, the season was far from disappointing, in fact, 
highlighted the depth of talent within the Club. 
  
We started the year with a mix of young players stepping up to open rugby, a few experienced players plus 
league converts who combined well throughout the season to form a well balanced and aggressive team. The 
manner in which the younger players adopted to the physically, more demanding and often scrappier style of 
reserve grade rugby was a highlight of the season with one. Moree Rugby Club stalwart commenting post match 
"What are your guys on?" 
  
We would like to thank the players for their patience with an inexperienced coaching staff on a steep learning 
curve and in particular those who did not get the field time they would have liked due to the logistics of giving all 
interested players a run. Thanks also to the many juniors who jumped at the opportunity to fill in as reserves 
throughout the year and hopefully learned from the experience. 
  
As we wind up the 1998 season and look towards 1999, two words spring to mind 
  
"UNFINISHED BUSINESS" 
  
Stuart Prowse & Chris Ajani 
  
Under 19's Coach Report 

  
The 1998 season was always going to be a building exercise for the team. There were only three players coming 
through from the 1997 season. The 1st round of the competition saw the team improve slowly on a weekly basis. 
Unfortunately, gaining points on only four of the nine games played. However, in the second round the team 
came of age and started to play good rugby every week. Winning seven out of nine games. Missing the semi 
finals by a controversial one point. Although the team did not make the semi finals, and complete the Under 19's 
treble of Grand Finals. 
  
Most of this year's players will once again compete next year. Combined with several talented Under 16's coming 
through to play Under 19's in 1999. The squad will possibly be the strongest the Club will have fielded for many 
years. 
  
We have many talented young players whom I feel will go on to represent the Club at much higher levels of 
Rugby in the future. It really has been a pleasure to work with such a high calibre of youth, ie in both their talent 
area and attitude towards their coaches, peers and rugby. I believe our Juniors are the envy of many other Clubs 
in our zone. I am very proud to be associated with them. 
  
I would like to thank my support staff, Dennis Haire (Under 16's coach), Frank Mallon (16's & 19's manager and 
gear steward), Gordon Barbara (liaison officer and skills coach). The success of our junior teams is due, I 
believe, to the quality of coaches and the effort that has gone into the recruitment of players. 
  
We will not be resting on our laurels in 1999. We will be out there going around one more time, having learnt from 
this year's experience. 
  
Stephen Mazengarb 
  
The Mighty Pirates Under 16's Coach's Report 

  
What a great result for the Under 16's this year to go through the season with only two losses; one loss to 
Gunnedah in the first round and a loss to Moree in the second round. 
  
I must say that the boys had a bit of a laid back attitude part way through the second round and after a after-
match talk with Gordon and myself are commitment to training etc, the boy's decided to make a change for the 
better and as a result went to Gunnedah for the last game of the round and won 12-5, it was after that game they 
realised that they were in with a chance of winning the premiership. 



  
Into the semi-finals the team committed themselves to training and travelled to Inverell to dispose of Barraba in 
fine fashion, even though they had to adapt to12 aside Rugby, the feeling in the team was great and they didn't 
care who they had to play, they had made in into the final. 
  
5th September, 1998 Final day at Narrabri. Pirates to play Gunnedah, and what shocking conditions, wet field 
and heavy rain but all credit to the boys they set a great standard of wet weather football to win 5-0. 
  
After the game the boys decided to return to the Impy to play pool and drink coke, the team feeling was great - 
they couldn't wait to play Moree. 
  
12 September, 1998 6.00 am start from the Impy. The team was in great spirit even though it was such an early 
start. What a game it turned out to be - first half all Pirate's in Moree's half, halftime score nil all. 
  
Second half all Moree in Pirate's half - full time nil all. Extra time to be played of 5 mins each way, first half of 
extra time - nil all. Second half of extra time looked as though Pirates and Moree would be joint premiers but, not 
to be denied the Pirates started to lift, the" parents and Pirate's supporters started the call "Pirates, Pirates" and 
the team heard the call and lifted, the result Nick Barbara scored the winning try after the bell - result 5-0 to the 
Pirates. 
  
It's the stuff that Grand Finals are made of but I must say it gives the coaching staff a buzz, result blood pressure, 
nail biting, etc. 
  
The result for the boys is fantastic when I realise that 80% of players had never played a game of Rugby before 
this year, three or four of whom came to the club for the start of the second round and only played four games 
before the finals. To the team, you are really a credit to yourselves and the Pirates Rugby Club and the game - 
you earned the result. 
  
My thanks to Pirates Rugby Club for supporting the Under 16's again this year. 
  
Thank you to parents who made their cars available for travel to the games, also thanks to the players from the 
higher grades for their support at the training sessions and at the finals. 
  
The feeling of being a winning coach is great but I must say I couldn't have achieved this result without Steve 
Mazengarb. Steve's input to coaching the forwards in scrums and line-outs was great, thanks a million Steve. I 
have really enjoyed the 1998 coaching along side you this year. 
  
To Gordon Barbara, thanks Gordie for your recruitment and assistance with the drills, a job well done. 
  
To Frank "Mario" Mallon as team manager well done. Mario you sure took the pressure off me on game days, 
looking after jumpers, rub downs and as a runner your input was invaluable - thanks Mario. 
  
To Di - thank you for supporting me the way you have again this year I really appreciate it and I know that the 
team also appreciates your support. 
  
Dennis Haire 

 


