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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
  
This season has been very successful for Pirates, as the Club has been very fortunate to gain a number of new 
players as well as those very important spectators. 
Thanks to those who have organised the publicity for the Club, some reports have reached Sydney papers as 
well as papers circulated throughout the New England area. 
A problem the Club has always had is that the majority of its players are not permanent residents, and it's very 
pleasing to see new faces attending Club activities. 
I wish to thank the management committee for its help during the year. 
Thanks must also go to our social committee who have organised various activities throughout the year, as well 
as working hard raising money. 
It was very pleasing to see the Buccaneer come to life again, thanks to Ken Philipson, and helpers for their 
involvement in putting the Buccaneer out as well as the efforts towards this year book. 
Congratulation to both First and Reserve Grade teams for their efforts. It has been a long time since Pirates have 
been near the top of the competition with both teams. 
A special mention for the Club coaches, Warwick Ford - First Grade, and Ken MacPherson - Reserve Grade for 
their efforts in lifting the Club to such a position on the competition ladder, a job well done. 
It was very pleasing to see so many turn up for training and the dedication given to the Club. 
There were many games this season when there were at least six or seven players waiting to playas a reserve 
for Reserve Grade, and this can only lead to the club becoming stronger; 
but keep in mind everyone must become involved in the activities as well as giving support to the committee. 
This year the club staged the Wills Cup Semi-Final, and congratulation must go to the committee and all those 
who helped to run a very successful day even though the venue was changed at short notice. 
The publicity which was given by the radio and press was really great, and those who organised it must be proud 
as it was the best promotion of rugby in the zone for many a year. 
Thanks to Bob and Anita Monnox and staff of the Tudor for their support and putting up with the Pirates. 
Thanks to our donors during the year and especially for the trophies which have been made available for the 
presentation night. 
Congratulations to all those who have worked hard, and have been fortunate to receive awards for their efforts 
during the season. 
Finally thanks to all those who have helped during the season and hope you will give your support in the coming 
season. 
  
John Bolden 
  
COACHING REPORT 
  
The 1978 football season was a highly successful one for both Pirates teams. Although beaten into fifth spot in 
both grades, we feel that our players gave us and the Club a great deal of satisfaction for their continued efforts 
throughout the season. 
  
Both teams caused upsets and achieved successes over more favoured teams during the competition. 
Undoubtedly these victories can be traced directly back to each individual player who gave his full effort to 
implement those tactics and that style we introduced to our respective teams. Good team combination and effort 
resulted and these two factors contributed significantly to our wins. 
  
With regard to our losses it can be said that neither team stopped trying in these matches. 
The respect of our opposition was earnt continuously and in many cases only a few points separated us from our 
opponents when the full-time whistle was blown. 
  
Perhaps the most frustrating part of the competition came in the last game of the second round. The semi-final 
prospects of both teams had to await the outcome of games over which we had no control because we had the 
competition bye. The results are now well known, but we both feel that vital games were dropped in earlier 
rounds. We know that ourselves, the players and the Club are out to make amends next season. 
  
The whole-hearted support and backing we received from the Club's Committee cannot go unmentioned. It is 
highly gratifying to know that when, as coaches, we made certain requests every endeavour was made to fulfil 
them. As a result we obtained tackle bags and a scrum machine. These items were of a great benefit and 
assistance to us throughout the year. 
  
individually we Wish to thank each player who played in our respective teams. 



Firstly, to the First Grade side the 1978 season was tremendous. Competition points 
  
were won from all opponents. Our biggest wins were over Narrabri and Moree. Personally, I feel that one of our 
best efforts, although a loss, was against the full-strength Narrabri side in the second round. My thanks go to all 
players who played one or more games in the firsts. I particularly wish to thank the captain Kevin Hines, vice-
captains Ian Blanch and David Zinga and manager Graham Yeo for assistance on and off the field during the 
season. 
I believe that next year will be just as good and more successful for the First Grade side. I also believe that some 
Pirate players will. hold down permanent positions in the Central North side. 
The Second Grade team started the season in great spirit winning our first six games and finishing the first round 
with a big chance of making the semis. The second round saw us being a little unlucky in a few games and this 
cost us a place in the finals. 
  
A keenness was noticeable all year that saw players training by themselves and having early nights on Fridays 
which could be said by many to be a first for our Club. 
This will have to be the trend for next year for us to win a premiership so it will be up to all players to keep fit 
through the summer. The Club will have a water polo and cricket team to keep us together so fellows let's keep 
up the spirit of this year and make it Pirates in '79. 
  
In concluding this report we wish to thank each and every one of you for your efforts as players and support as 
spectators throughout the year. These attitudes made the 1978 season a great one for the Pirates Club. It made 
our job as coaches much easier and extremely rewarding. All that is left to say is, that bigger and better things 
await us next season in both grades. The 1979 season can and will be "The Year of the Pirate". Our thanks to all; 
Yours in Rugby, Warwick Ford and Ken MacPherson 

 


