
2011 

PIRATES RUGBY CLUB 16’S COACHES REPORT 2011 

I would like to start by thanking all the sponsors of Pirates Rugby Club because without your support our boys 
would not have had the opportunities that they received this year. 
To Kel and his dedicated committee your support of all the players at Pirates is greatly appreciated. I understand 
the hard work that goes in off the field that allows this mighty club to be so successful. 
To all the other coaches and support staff thank you for the support, especially Garry who was always quick to 
praise the boys on a job well done. 
To the parents of the boys thanks, it is a big commitment to make sure that they get to training and to games and 
I am sure the players all enjoyed the support. A special thanks to Matilda Curtis who kindly washed the jumpers 
for the team. 
To Andy Prentice and Karen Greatbatch, (the other coaches), your efforts during the year has been fantastic. 

It’s always good to have someone else to blame when things do not go to plan. 
Now to the young men who made up the successful Pirates 16’s team. I would like to commend them all on their 
dedication to training and to making it to the games. They all showed a dedication to the team and their mates 
which is an important quality. The year started a little slowly but the boys soon found their feet and when 
unhindered played a great brand of running rugby. This saw us beat every side in the competition and end up 
Minor Premiers with a win over Quirindi in the last round, a great achievement for our first year together. 
Unfortunately we were not able to carry this through to the finals with successive losses to Narrabri 14-10 and 27-
20 to Magpies. 
15 players went on to play some form of representative football during the year whether for the zone or at school 
level, with Matt O’Rourke going on to represent Country Schools 16’s a great achievement . The future looks 
bright for Pirates Rugby. 
I hope everyone associated with the team had an enjoyable year and are looking forward to coming back to the 
club next season. I thank you all, especially the Pirates Rugby Club for giving me the privilege of coaching this 
side, for this club. It has been a great experience and although not always easy (I now know why teachers want 
more than a 2.5% pay rise), it was always entertaining. 
Your’s in Rugby, 
  
Greg Lumber 
 
 

 

2011 U 19's Coaches Report 
  
The 2011 season saw a return of almost everyone from the previous under 17/s side from 2010. Along with 
numerous new players to the club saw the number of under 19/s reach 34 registered players. This created a 
competitive environment for players vying for positions. All players put in the hard yards at preseason training 
and showed commitment to training and skill drills. 
  
All the preseason hard work paid off immediately with a big first up win over Gunnedah. This was followed by a 
morale boosting win over our cross town rivals at their home ground. This win gave much of the squad a real 
boost as many of the team had never beaten the Magpies in the previous two years. The boys continued to train 
well which saw us go through the remainder of the regular season unbeaten and win the Minor Premiership. This 
was a great achievement, along with the other three grades. Unfortunately, we came up just short in the Major 
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Semi Final, losing after the full time siren in some what controversial circumstances. As a team we were certainly 
crushed, but got ourselves up and went to Moree and won a tough game against a much improved Quirindi side 
in the final. This put us into the Grand Final against the Magpies. Unfortunately, we came up against a better side 
on the day which saw us play some of our worst Rugby of the year. The boys know they are a much better team 
than the score reflected, but that is footy sometimes. 
  
Jack and I would like to thank Tony O’Neill for his assistance throughout the year and the assistance Jack and I 
received from the other grade Coaches. Jack and I would also like to recognise the patience and understanding 
of the younger players within the team this year that at times did not get much game time due to the large 
numbers of players registered. The task of getting players on the field, especially towards the end of the year, 
was a very tough task. Again, thankyou to all the players for their understanding in this regard. Special mention 
goes to Mitch Wilshire who due to the front row rule, did not get much game time due to his age, but give a 100% 
to training and playing when called upon. He has two more years in the 19/s, so stick with it mate. 
  
Jack and I are extremely proud of the team this year which saw many players come of age and improve in all 
aspects of the game. Lachlan Cassidy was a stand out in terms of improvement from last year, with his skills and 
toughness improving out of sight. Jock Botfield also improved this year playing more game time and having a 
bigger impact on games.  Chris O’Conner was outstanding all year possessing the skills and class to play at a 
much higher level in the future. He could easily play first grade in the near future. Matty Cannon lead the team 
well and made his first grade debut against Moree playing a solid game showing he is definitely a class player. A 
standout performer also this year was first time Rugby player, Garrett Doughty. He showed he is a class player 
possessing speed, strength and class. He is regarded highly amongst the team and has a huge future in the 
game. Nick Mcqueen was again rock solid at number 10 and his skills and maturity seen his game improve no 
end. 
Again from Jack and I, thankyou all involved. I am very privileged to have coached such a great group which over 
the past couple of years I have seen mature into better Rugby players, but more importantly, fine young men. 
  
Todd Pascoe 
 
 

2011 2nd XV Coaches Report 
  
Pirates Reserve grade aka: Super Awesome grade” Round up 2011. 
  
 As with the last few years 2nd grade had a very successful year besides the fact we didn’t win the major 
premiership. We did however win the minor premiership which is great, but disappointing that we couldn’t make 
the grand final and take out the major prize. 
 We had a very successful 1st round going through undefeated even with our curse of “travelling” against us, we 
still managed to complete the round on top and unbeaten. 
 Pinches 5 tries against scone as well as Bart leach impressive debut on the wing being one of the highlights in 
round 1. 
 Round 2 brought about the business end of the comp and many challenges faced us throughout the back half of 
the season. Injuries to 1st grade and 2nd graders alike, put pressure on fielding a team as we didn’t enjoy the 
plethora of players we’ve had in the past. Fortunately the 19’s stepped up to the mark and filled in where they 
could showing a real sense of club unity which was very much appreciated. This followed with a few “old blokes” 
coming out of semi-retirement ensured that why we never had to forfeit and fielded a team each week. 
 A couple of hard games away from home tested us and we really struggled to find our early form. 
 While we never really had the same team each week we put ourselves in a position where we could take out the 
minor premiership if we beat Quirindi in the last game. 
 We played Narrabri at home in the Major-semi and after full-time it was 20 all and I thought we would go on to 
win but alas it was not to be.Ten minutes each way in extra time saw the “Bri” score a try and win by five 
points.The effort shown by the boys was enormous and from a personal point of view was proud as punch with 
the effort. 
 With such a heart wrenching loss it was always going to be hard for the team to dust themselves off and play 
Moree on their home turf for another crack at the GF but the boys managed to give it a red hot go. We lost by five 
points again due to some silly mistakes on our part but the effort was once again extraordinary. The term “leaving 
it all on the field” was very much indicative of how the team played. Bitter disappointment was evident but the 
effort and level of commitment was unfathomable. 
 Special thanks for all the players girlfriends/wives/boyfriends (freddo) for allowing the boys to play and putting up 
with their whinging about how sore they are each week. 
 Thanks also to Gary Walsh, Kelvin Collyer, Mark Gallienne, John Trappell, the committee and the unsung heros, 
the ladies who do all the real work around the club. 
 Cannot thank the players enough for their effort and enthusiasm. It was an absolute pleasure for myself, Jeremy 
and Col to look after and try to impart our small bits of wisdom upon a great bunch of blokes. 
  
Jeremy Cooper 
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2011 1st XV Coaches Report 
  
The 2011 season began as always in the summer of the preceding year with retention our main focus, and rightly 
so, with 40 players not returning for the new season. However the first grade retained 11 of last year’s Grand 
Final (GF) side which provided a fantastic base to work from when you consider at the start of 2010 the team only 
retained 5 players. It is also important to highlight that of the 23 man squad for this years GF, 14 are Pirate 
juniors, 4 are Tamworth locals, 3 are from outside Tamworth with 2 players from overseas. This further reinforces 
the great work being done in the junior grades in previous years through to now by people like Adrian Snowden, 
Andrew Verrell, John Cleary, Paul Daly and the current crop of fine coaches Todd Pascoe, Jack Walsh, Greg 
Lumber and Andrew Prentice. 
Pre-season is always challenging for all but particularly for our conditioner Scotty Campbell whose sessions were 
well planned and executed. The work Scotty gave the boys mid season was exceptional and provided the 
platform for us to contest a final series that was always going to be a physically tough one. 
The competition commenced with a trip to Gunnedah which resulted in a hard fought victory. The following week 
against our cross town rivals was to be our closest win on the scoreboard with the rep season kicking off the Club 
was stretched with 5 players committed there & 5 players away. Players like James Trappel, Jeremy Cooper, 
Stephen Gallagher, Tom Collier & Tim Elliot stepped up to ensure an 8 – 5 win. 
2011 was by far the Clubs best representative season with 5 players all playing an important role in what was a 
successful Central North campaign. Their efforts in the country championship resulted in Andrew Moodie, Nathan 
Hamlin, Nick Rees and Josh Stewart gaining Cockatoo selection. This quantity of representation at Country level 
from one club is rare and a testament to the strength within our Club. 
The season contained many highlights but for Panto and I the second round match against Narrabri away 
displayed some of the team’s best phase & support play. The fact that Narrabri at that stage was running second 
and fighting to hold a Major Semi spot meant they would be up for the contest. The experiment of Pinches on the 
wing worked a treat and Benny Goodman underpinning the scrum were factors that added to a big win. 
Some interesting stats from the year; the team scored 1019 points conceding 295 and only kicking 11 penalties 
all year which demonstrates the team’s willingness to back themselves. Conrad Starr scored 27 tries in what has 
been an amazing season for Conrad who has finally fully recovered from his shoulder reconstruction. 
The back end of the season gave the selectors some real challenges with Daniel Wallace back from the Gold 
Coast, Jake Douglas & Luke Perry playing out of their skin’s, BJ & Fish fit again it was always going to be difficult 
but we all knew it would take a group of 23 men to achieve not only a Premiership but an undefeated one. On 
behalf of Panto and I we would like to acknowledge the attitudes and efforts of all the players in what has been a 
particularly challenging but rewarding year. 
In closing we would like thank all the Coaches for their efforts this year, especially Coop’s and Jezz who’s 
contribution has not gone unnoticed for it is their role in our Club that ensures Panto and my job is that much 
more enjoyable and ultimately easier. To Kelvin Collyer, our magnificent leader, your energy is limitless and your 
leadership unquestioned, it is you who provide the environment and support for all the coaching staff to focus on 
their function, thank you. The committee, thanks for your tireless efforts, without your work in the background our 
football club doesn’t operate. To the Solicitor, thanks for the snakes, jelly babies and coloured cordials your input 
is always valued. Sean Tuffrey you maybe the quietest man I have ever known but when you speak we listen, 
your experience and friendship is treasured. Matt Panton, for a bloke having his first venture into coaching you 
brought an honesty and conviction of thought well beyond your years, thank you for your support and efforts in 
what has been the Clubs most successful year. Don’t you hang that Coaches whistle up yet. Finally to Andrew 
Verrell the work you do often goes unnoticed and unrecognised, from the sourcing & due diligence of overseas 
players to your thorough critique of our games. The support you have provided me over the last 3 years has been 
invaluable and any success the First Grade enjoys is directly attributable to your involvement cheers mate. 
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Yours in Rugby 
Garry Walsh 
First XV Coach 
2011 

 


