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Here we are at tonight’s Presentation night a great opportunity to celebrate season 2008’s achievements in style. 
Without doubt the season we have just completed is the most successful season in Pirate’s history. Not only did 
we host the major semi and Grand Final for the first time we were Club Champions, Reserve grade Premiers, 
Under 19 Premiers and Under 17 Premiers. This is a record that all Clubs in our zone would be envious of and 
will be striving to try and match. 
  
Congratulations to John Clery, his coaching team and the Under 17 players on a truly outstanding unbeaten 
season. Their performance on grand final day set the tone for the rest of the day. Congratulations to Andrew 
Verrell, his coaching team and the Under 19 players on their Premiership victory bringing the shield home where 
it belongs. These boys really lifted their commitment when it mattered, in the finals series. To Col Easter, Jim 
McBride and their coaching team and the reserve grade players what a huge effort back to back Premierships not 
done in the senior grades for many a long year, if ever. To Garry Walsh and Andrew O’Halloran and their 
coaching team what a tremendous season by far the team that all other first grade sides measured themselves 
against all year. While not winning on Grand Final day they certainly did themselves and Pirate’s Rugby proud 
with their efforts on the day and throughout the year. 
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While our performances on the field are the most obvious strengths of our Club there is more to our Club then 
just playing football. The Club has also been very successful off the field with many things happening ie the 
refurbishment of the Clubhouse the outstanding condition of the field throughout the whole season and the sound 
administration of the Club which sees us in a very solid financial position to name just a few. Our Club can not 
function in an effective and progressive way without many willing workers. I would like to thank on your behalf 
Snowy, Bernard O’Shannessy, Gaff, Lingy, Trapps, Kev Rigby, Tammy, Walshy, Osh, Gibbo, Doc Hollebone, 
Gordie, Burgs, Murray Dennis and Scott Woodgate on their tremendous efforts in making our Club a smooth 
running success. 
  
Another area in which our Club is truly lucky is our wonderful sponsors. These sponsors enable us to turn many 
of our ideas into realities with their generous support. Our major sponsors Tamex Transport, Carlton, The 
Southgate Inn, JT Fossey, Tamworth Car Market, Trend Windows, Single Builders and Inland Technology. I 
strongly urge you to show these sponsors and all those listed on this programme your continued support. Without 
such staunch supporters our Club would face some real difficulties. 
  
In closing I would like to thank everyone involved for your support and hard work this year in leaving no stone 
unturned to ensure our Club had such a successful season. Enjoy what promises to be a great night and ….. 
                                                            GO THE MIGHTY PIRATES !!! 
  
Kelvin Collyer 
President. 
  
  
Andrew O’Halloran 
1st Grade Assistant Coach/Manager 
Presentation Night 2008 
  
Season 2008 commenced with a level of optimism and certainly a great deal of enthusiasm from the squad of 
players which was developed over a period of some 2 years.  There was a significant level of planning which 
went into the development of the first grade team which commenced towards the end of season 2006.  There 
were various elements and components that were necessary to be integrated into senior club rugby with a view 
to taking on a more efficient and quasi professional role towards attaining success in arguably the strongest 
competition in New South Wales Country Rugby.  The planning and other strategies put in place have 
unequivocally been successful in the sense that the club has really enjoyed unparalleled success during seasons 
2007 and 2008.  The level of success must be attributed to the work ethic of the squad of footballers over the 
past 24 months towards improving their levels of conditioning and skill base.  I have been personally associated 
with the club for 20 years, and there is no doubt that the current first grade team displayed enormous amounts of 
dedication and commitment towards improving the functioning of the side.  I would personally commend the 
efforts of Garry Walsh who in my view, is arguably the finest head coach of this club since its inception some 46 
years ago, noting that he has taken two different first grade teams to grand final appearances during his coaching 
reign.  
  
The 2008 first grade team was blessed with enormous amounts of ability.  In my view, the first grade forward 
pack as an entity was the most complete and powerful pack of forwards that we have seen in a long time, and 
their efforts of producing quality ball both in set pieces, and construction of phases, was responsible for putting 
opposition teams under immense pressure which ultimately resulted in the first grade team achieving the honour 
of hosting a major semi final and a first grade home grand final for the first time.  The achievement of attaining 
the minor premiership is something to be viewed as a magnificent and rewarding achievement which displays 
that the first grade side was the best team consistently all season in the Central North Competition.  No other 
team from a first grade point of view has achieved a minor premiership since the club commenced in 1962. The 
first grade team was very ablely lead by our captain Evan Kellow who was largely responsible towards ensuring 
that the team trained efficiently, and also directly responsible for igniting the correct attitude and enthusiasm 
required to blend the team together.  The club enjoyed enormous amounts of depth and I was always confident 
after a discussion with Garry Walsh towards the end of season 2007 that the club was in a very sound position 
towards achieving special goals of grand final births during season 2008.  That belief certainly became a 
reality.  All grades worked tremendously hard towards achieving goals.  Three premierships from a club point of 
view, first grade minor premierships, first time that the club has hosted a grand final will mean that season 2008 
will always be remembered as a fine and successful year which will be hard to exceed in many ways in the 
future.  
  
I would also like to commend those individuals responsible for the administration of the club both past and 
present.  Kelvin Collyer of recent times, has performed an admirable role steering the club in the right 
direction.  The improvements to the surface, the club house, the scoreboard and many other areas confirm my 
view that the facilities that we are developing are for all members of the club.  The club has at all times in the 
past, and will remain in the future a club for its players.  
  



Whilst I certainly have had some difficulty accepting the result on 13 September, 2008 I have certainly balanced 
my disappointment with a background noting that from a club point of view it was an extremely special 
season.  Personally, I have been chasing a first grade premiership for some 20 years, and my reaction following 
the result was extremely difficulty to confront.  I think that our disappointment needs to be fostered and 
harnessed towards season 2009 towards ensuring that our first grade team has another special season with a 
view to achieving the final reward being a premiership.  The regime of planning and recruitment will need to 
continue towards guaranteeing the prosperity of senior rugby.   I have learnt with the passage of time, that the 
game of rugby is more than just results in that the good times, memories and friendships will always prevail which 
has placed the Pirates Rugby Club in a special place over the past 46 years. 
  
  
I acknowledge and pay tribute to all our junior coaches over the last couple of years for their efforts.  The 
development of our junior talent must always remain the foundation for the future prosperity of the club.  John 
Clery in his 1st year as under 17’s coach was an integral figure steering his team to a premiership.  Andrew 
Verrell has significantly contributed over the last few seasons to the development of young footballers and I look 
forward with a level of optimism to some of those footballers taking the step into senior rugby during season 2009 
and wearing a first grade jumper.  
  
 I wish all those individuals responsible for the management and operation of the first grade team in season 2009 
all the very best with their endeavours towards achieving the allusive goal of a first grade premiership.  
  
Andrew O’Halloran 
Assistant Coach/Manager Season 2008 

 


