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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 1974 

  
For Pirates to have lost the number of players and Club members in 1974,that we did and survived has surely 
been a feat of some magnitude. Serious misgivings were felt at the seasont0 beginning as to our ability to fulfil 
our commitments to the other teams in the zone. 
  
However, the competition progressed and games were played. On occasions numerous first graders backed up 
for two games  and played  both with  a keenness that has to be credited. 
  
While other Clubs have had more spectacular success in terms of games won ,I doubt whether any team in the 
zone plays in the same manner as Pirates, with antagonism, recrimination & complaint completely absent, and 
with an acceptance that every bloke on the field is doing his absolute best. 
Except for two games the score in first grade was nevermore than 15 point difference, in most much less. 
.Reserves won four games and again, their losses were seldom by great margins. 
  
It is the spirit with which members in our Club play that make it an honour: to be a member of this Club. Much is 
said about  spirit  but it should be remembered that spirit arises from actions, not talk, from "experiences shared, 
from battles fought and problems overcome. 
  
In 1974 we have fought our battles well, we have overcome many a problem, and we continue to enjoy 
experiences shared. We can be proud of our Club. 
  
Ahead arc- more battles and problems but we can face these with justified optimism if each member accepts the 
obligations & responsibilities which membership carries. In Rugby terms we must work as a pack and move 
forward with drive. . 
  



KEVIN FARRELL. 
  
FIRST GRADE COACH'S REPORT 

  
The '74'season was another successful one for Pirates as each week we were able to field two teams showing 
that all payers stuck together during the latter stages of the season. 
  
Pirates this year had a lot of fellows who had played very little Rugby but were willing to play their hearts out on 
the field. .But our old inheritance still prevailed as for training. 
  
Nevertheless we performed very well and could have won more games had we a reliable goal kicker. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all those players who played first grade this season. 
  
DON' McKENZIE 
  
 THANKS - 

To ‘Babe' Foran - for her patronage; her tolerance of us , _her real concern for 'the boys', and for her gracious 
generosity on numerous occasions during the season. 
To too other staff members of the Tudor who have :provided the best service in town for us. ". 
To the Referees- While we don't growl at each other we often do at them. Lets hope they'll be back next year. 
To Anne James- for her fine service in caring for our gear. 
To all the blokes who have turned up at the Tudor and sold tickets during the year. 
To the wives, Financees,gir1friends for their patience; support & understanding during the ‘silly Season'. 
To 'Shiner' for the agistment he has kindly provided. 
   
RESERVE GRADE COACH'S REPORT 

  
It could be said that this season was a highly successful one for the Reserve grade team. We reached the Knock 
Out Final for the second year running and drew with Narrabri which allowed us to retain the trophy which we 
received last year, Not once during the season did we forfeit a game, even if at times we did only play with 10 
men. The game which stood out from my point of view was the game against Gunnedah in the first round when 
Gunnedah flush with success from previous weeks with a side containing 5 first grade players 'were beaten 
easily in every department of play by a Pirate side which did exactly what it was told at training. I would like to 
compliment Bob (Animal) Marshall and Kim Starr who have both improved remarkably well  If these two players 
continue to 'progress at the same rate they have a big rugby future ahead of them, I would like to thank Don 
McKenzie for his help throughout the year and all payers who made the effort to play THE CODE. 
Finally, I should like to congratulate Paul Cameron ,Graham Eggert and John Sanders who were noticed by 
selectors ,thus enabling them to play for the Zone Under 23's. 
  
JOHN MITCHELL Reserve Grade Coach 
  
CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

  
Although the 1974 season has not been the kindest to Pirates I feel that, with the acquisition of the newer 
members, things look brighter in the future. When we had to travel to games we have always had a good turn up 
of players, and when playing at home everyone has given his best. 
  
A big thanks to our first grade coach D.McKenzie.We could not have done without him this season. Another 
person who deserves our thanks is  ‘Babe' Foran.  The meals she has provided and the hospitality she has 
shown us and our guests through the season has been tremendous. I only wish we could get our opponents 
down to the Tudor before the games .Perhaps we would then have more luck on the field. 
  
To end with perhaps it is a good thing that We did receive the wooden spoon this year. Now we can stir ourselves 
to better things in the 1975 season. 
  
PETER CHILTON. 



 

 

 

 


